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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 




1. A method for providing a customizable Web site service comprising the steps of: 
(zft hosting, on a server, a master Web site; 
) \ enabling a user of a first class to hold an account on the server, and hosting on the 
7?or the account holder, a separate copy of the master Web site; 

(c) enabling the account holder to customize the copy of the master Web site in 
accordance with a first^evel of customizability; and 

(d) enabling aNiser of a second class to create a customized copy of the master Web 
site or an account holder copV thereof in accordance with a second level of customizability. 



2. The method recited ^ claim 1, wherein the master Web site comprises a Web 
portal site. 



1=15 



3. The method recited in claim Y further comprising the steps of assigning a unique 
Uniform Resource Locator (URL) to the accouht holder copy of the master Web site and 
providing the unique URL to the account holder. 



20 



4. The method recited in claim 3, wherein s\d assigning and providing steps are 
performed automatically by the server. 



5. The method recited in claim 1 wherein the mastersWeb site comprises at least one 
Web page, and wherein said at least one Web page of the master Wfe^ site comprises a 
combination of Web page elements. 
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The method recited in claim 5, wherein the first level of customizability allows 
customization of a greater number of Web page elements than said second level of 
customizabilit 

5 7. The method recited in claim 5, wherein said Web page elements comprise at least 

ones of text, graphics, ancrhyperlinks. 

8. A method for providing a customizable Web site service comprising the steps of: 

(a) hosting, on a server, a faster Web site; 
10 (b) enabling users of a first ch^ss to hold accounts on the server, and hosting on the 

« server, for each account holder, a separate ctoy of the master Web site; 
!= (c) enabling each account holder tovcustomize its copy of the master Web site in 

t : accordance with a first level of customizability; 

(d) enabling users of a second class to cr8$te customized copies of the master Web 
15 site and the account holder copies thereof in accordanceNvith a second level of customizability. 



20 



9. The method recited in claim 8, wherein the master Web site comprises a Web 
portal site. 

10. The method recited in claim 8, further comprising the sttps of assigning a unique 
Uniform Resource Locator (URL) to each account holder copy of the master Web site and 
providing each account holder with the unique URL of its copy of the masteVweb site. 



1 1 . The method recited in claim 10, wherein said assigning and providing steps are 
25 performed automatically by the server. 
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ftj. The method recited in claim 8 wherein the master Web site comprises at least one 
Web page, W wherein said at least one Web page of the master Web site comprises a 
combination orWeb page elements. 

5 13. The method recited in claim 12 5 wherein the first level of customizability allows 

customization of a greatet number of Web page elements of the master Web site or a copy 
thereof than said second levfcJ of customizability. 

14. The method reciteaan claim 12 5 wherein said Web page elements comprise at 
IjO least ones of text, graphics, and hyp^links. 

2 15. A system for providing a customizable Web site service, comprising: 

i a server computer hosting a master Web site, and also hosting, for each user of a first 

z class that holds an account on the server, a separate copy of the master Web site; and 
i5 interfaces to the server by which an account bolder can customize its copy of the master 

u Web site in accordance with a first level of customizability, and by which users of a second class 

can create customized copies of the master Web site and fl^e account holder copies thereof in 
: 3 accordance with a second level of customizability. 

20 16. The system recited in claim 15, wherein the master^eb site comprises a Web 

portal site. 
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17. The system recited in claim 15, wherein the server computei\assigns a unique 
Uniform Resource Locator (URL) to each account holder copy of the master Web site. 
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18. The system recited in claim 15 wherein the master Web site comprises at least one 
Web pa^ and wherein said at least one Web page of the master Web site comprises a 
combinatio^spf Web page elements. 

19. The\system recited in claim 18, wherein the first level of customizability allows 
customization of a greater number of Web page elements of the master Web site or a copy 
thereof than said seconcNevel of customizability. 



20. The system recked in claim 18, wherein said Web page elements comprise at least 
|0 ones of text, graphics, and hyperlinks. 
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21. The system recited in ckim 18, wherein the server computer is connected to a 
network, and wherein the server computwiurther comprises a Web server that transmits the Web 
pages of the master Web site, the account hoWer copies of the master Web site, and the 
customized copies thereof created by users of the second class, to the account holders and users 
of the second class via the network. 



20 



22. The system recited in claim 18, whereiristhe server generates the Web pages of the 
master Web site, the account holder copies of the master \Veb site, and the customized copies 
thereof created by users of the second class, dynamically from information defining the pages. 
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23. The system recited in claim 22, wherein the infonnation defining the Web pages 
of the master Web site, the account holder copies of the master Web site, and the customized 
copies thereof created by users of the second class, are stored in a database on the server. 

24. The system recited in claim 23, wherein the database composes a plurality of sub- 
directories, one for each account holder account on the server, the sub-directow for a given 
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accouht holder account containing the information defining the Web pages of that account 
holder's copy of the master Web site. 

25. The system recited in claim 1 8, wherein the Web page elements of the master 
Web site comprise sdist of hyperlinks, at least one graphic image, a scrolling message, and a 
menu comprising a plurality of sub-menus of hyperlinks, and wherein said interfaces comprise an 
interface for customizing ft^e list of hyperlinks, an interface for customizing the graphic image, 
an interface for customizing the scrolling message, and an interface for customizing the menu 
and its sub-menus. \ 

26. A system for providing^ customizable Web site service, comprising: 
a server computer hosting a master Web site; 

means enabling users of a first classSto hold accounts on the server, and hosting on the 
server, for each account holder, a separate copy of the master Web site; 

means enabling each account holder to customize its copy of the master Web site in 
accordance with a first level of customizability; anck 

means enabling users of a second class to createxustomized copies of the master Web site 
and the account holder copies thereof in accordance with\second level of customizability. 

27. The system recited in claim 26, wherein the masW Web site comprises a Web 
portal site. \ 

28. The system recited in claim 26, wherein the server computer assigns a unique 
Uniform Resource Locator (URL) to each account holder copy of the master Web site. 
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\ 29. The system recited in claim 26 wherein the master Web site comprises at least one 
Web page, and wherein said at least one Web page of the master Web site comprises a 
combination of Web page elements. 

30. The system recited in claim 29, wherein the first level of customizability allows 
customization of a greater number of Web page elements of the master Web site or a copy 
thereof than said second level of customizability. 

31. The system recited in claim 29, wherein said Web page elements comprise at least 
ones of text, graphics, and hyperlinks. 

32. The system recited m claim 29, wherein the server computer is connected to a 
network, and wherein the server computer further comprises a Web server that transmits the Web 
pages of the master Web site, the account holder copies of the master Web site, and the 
customized copies thereof created by users\)f the second class, to the account holders and users 
of the second class via the network. \ 

33. The system recited in claim 29, wherein the server generates the Web pages of the 
master Web site, the account holder copies of the master Web site, and the customized copies 
thereof created by users of the second class, dynamicallyJxom information defining the pages. 

34. The system recited in claim 33, wherein the information defining the Web pages 
of the master Web site, the account holder copies of the master Web site, and the customized 
copies thereof created by users of the second class, are stored in a database on the server. 

35. The system recited in claim 34, wherein the database comprises a plurality of sub- 
directories, one for each account holder account on the server, the sub-directory for a given 
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^account holder account containing the information defining the Web pages of that account 
holster's copy of the master Web site. 

36\ The system recited in claim 26, wherein the Web page elements of the master 
Web site comprise a list of hyperlinks, at least one graphic image, a scrolling message, and a 
menu comprising\plurality of sub-menus of hyperlinks, and wherein said means enabling an 
account holder to customize its copy of the master Web site and said means enabling users of a 
second class to create customized copies of the master Web site and of the account holder copies 
thereof, comprise an interfacesfor customizing the list of hyperlinks, an interface for customizing 
the graphic image, an interface ror customizing the scrolling message, and an interface for 
customizing the menu and its sub-menus. 

37. A computer-readable mediunUiaving stored thereon program code that when 
executed causes a server that hosts a master Web site to: 

(a) enable a user of a first class to hold\n account on the server; 

(b) host on the server, for the account holcW, a separate copy of the master Web site; 

(c) enable the account holder to customize thescopy of the master Web site in 
accordance with a first level of customizability; and \ 

(d) enable a user of a second class to create a customized copy of the master Web site 
or an account holder copy thereof in accordance with a second leveKpf customizability. 

38. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 37, wherein the master Web site 
comprises a Web portal site. \ 



39. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 37, wherein said program code 
further causes the server to assign a unique Uniform Resource Locator (URL) to the actount 
holder copy of the master Web site and to provide the unique URL to the account holder. \ 
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40. The&omputer-readable medium recited in claim 37 wherein the master Web site 
comprises at least one Web^page, and wherein said at least one Web page of the master Web site 
comprises a combination of Wefe^page elements. 

41 . The computer-readable mednhn recited in claim 40, wherein the first level of 
customizability allows customization of a greateriujmber of Web page elements than said second 
level of customizability. >v 

42. The computer-readable medium recited in claim 40>^herein said Web page 
elements comprise at least ones of text, graphics, and hyperlinks. X. 



